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2016 Provincial Achievement Test Sources and Questions

The sources and questions presented in this document are from the previously secured 
English form of the 2016 Grade 9 Social Studies Provincial Achievement Test and are 
representative of the sources and questions that comprise the test. These sources and 
questions are released by Alberta Education.
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Grade 9 Provincial Achievement Test

Social Studies
Sources Booklet

Description

The Grade 9 Social Studies Provincial 
Achievement Test has two booklets:

•• the Sources Booklet, which contains 
13 sets of source materials

•• the Questions Booklet, which contains 
50 multiple-choice questions

This test was developed to be completed 
in 80 minutes; however, you may take 
an additional 30 minutes to complete 
the test.

Instructions

•• You may not use a dictionary, a thesaurus, 
or other reference materials.

•• Be sure that you have a Sources Booklet 
and a Questions Booklet.

You may write in this booklet if you find it 
helpful. 

Make sure that your answers to the 
multiple-choice questions are placed on 
the answer sheet provided. 

2016
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The Sources Booklet is divided into two sections as follows:

Section One: Issues for Canadians: Governance and Rights contains eight sets of 
source materials. There are 30 multiple-choice questions in the Questions Booklet 
based on these source sets (worth 60% of the total test mark).

You should take about 50 minutes to complete these 30 multiple-choice questions.

Section Two: Issues for Canadians: Economic Systems in Canada and the 
United States contains five sets of source materials. There are 20 multiple-choice 
questions in the Questions Booklet based on these source sets (worth 40% of the 
total test mark).

You should take about 30 minutes to complete these 20 multiple-choice questions.
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	 I.	 Questions 1 to 4 on page 32 are based on the following sources.
 

Source I

The Structure of Canada’s Political System

Source II
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Source III
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	 II.	 Questions 5 to 8 on page 33 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III
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	 III.	 Questions 9 to 11 on page 34 are based on the following sources.

Source I 
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Source II

—data from The 2008 National Justice Survey: The Youth Justice  
System in Canada and the Youth Criminal Justice Act

Latimer, Jeff, and Norm Desjardins. The 2008 National Justice Survey: The Youth Justice System in Canada and 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. Department of Justice Canada.  
www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/yj-jj/rr08_yj1-rr08_jj1/rr08_yj1.pdf.
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	 IV.	 Questions 12 to 15 on page 35 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II



Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment Sector	 11	 Social Studies 9

Source III
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	 V.	 Questions 16 to 18 on page 36 are based on the following sources.

Source I 
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Source II
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	 VI.	 Questions 19 to 22 on page 37 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III

Graham, Jennifer. “Suit Claims Grandchildren of Women Who Lost Indian Status are Owed $2.7 Billion.” The Canadian Press, 
January 12, 2011.
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	 VII.	 Questions 23 to 26 on page 38 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III
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	VIII.	 Questions 27 to 30 on page 39 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Some Factors Used to Select Immigrants to Québec

Factor Maximum Points

Training 19

Employability 35

Work experience 10

Age 10

Financial independence 1

Knowledge of language French (maximum 18)
a)	 Comprehension (8)
b)	 Verbal skills (8)
c)	 Secondary or post-secondary 

French studies (2)

English (maximum 6)
a)	 Comprehension (3)
b)	 Verbal skills (3)

Source II



Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment Sector	 19	 Social Studies 9

Source III

Montreal Gazette. “Critics Call Québec Demand on New Immigrants Cynical Political Stunt.” Edmonton Journal, 
October 30, 2008, sec. A, p. 6. Material reprinted with the express permission of: Montreal Gazette, a division of 
Postmedia Network Inc.
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	 IX.	 Questions 31 to 34 on page 41 are based on the following sources.

Source I
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Source III

—based on data from Statistics Canada

Statistics Canada/Labour Force Historical Review CD-ROM, 2007: Hours Lost by Employees by Reason for Full and 
Part Week Absence, Sex, Canada, Province, Annual Average [Computer File]. Ottawa, Ont: Statistics Canada [Producer]; 
Communications Canada. Depository Services Program [Distributor], Feb. 19, 2008. (STC cat. 71F0004XCB).

Source II
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	 X.	 Questions 35 to 38 on page 42 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Mortgages and Interest Rates in the Canadian Economy
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Source II

The following statements were part of an announcement made by the Honourable James 
Flaherty, Minister of Finance, on February 16, 2010, regarding new mortgage rules. These 
rules were instituted by the Government of Canada on April 19, 2010.

Department of Finance Canada. “Government of Canada Takes Action to Strengthen Housing Financing.” News Release, 
February 16, 2010.

Source III
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	 XI.	 Questions 39 to 42 on page 43 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III

After several years of impressive economic growth, the world faced an economic slowdown 
in 2008. […] Although the Canadian economy fared better than that of many other countries, 
increasing levels of household debt remain a concern. […] 

Falling interest rates and growing household income since 1984 have enabled Canadians to 
take on more debt. Between 1984 and 2009, household debt in Canada more than doubled.

—from Canadian Social Trends

Hurst, Matt. “Debt and Family Type in Canada.” Canadian Social Trends (no. 11-008-X), April 21, 2011. Statistics Canada.  
www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11-008-x/2011001/article/11430-eng.pdf.
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	 XII.	 Questions 43 to 46 on page 44 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Shepherd, Jeremy. “Main Street Coffee Shop Courts Mob.” Vancouver Courier, May 5, 2010, p. 14. Reproduced 
with permission from the Vancouver Courier.

Source II
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Source III
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	XIII.	 Questions 47 to 50 on page 45 are based on the following sources.

Source I

The newspaper article from which this excerpt was taken presents information 
regarding the potential loss of caribou populations in Alberta. Three First Nations 
are taking the Canadian government to court in an effort to restrict industrial 
development where caribou are threatened.

Stolte, Elise. “First Nations Press Ottawa Over Caribou Depletion.” Edmonton Journal, September 9, 2010, sec. B, p. 3. 
Material reprinted with the express permission of: Edmonton Journal, a division of Postmedia Network, Inc.
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Source II
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Grade 9 Provincial Achievement Test

Social Studies
Questions Booklet

Description

The Grade 9 Social Studies Provincial 
Achievement Test has two booklets:

•• the Questions Booklet, which contains 
50 multiple-choice questions

•• the Sources Booklet, which contains  
13 sets of source materials

This test was developed to be completed 
in 80 minutes; however, you may take 
an additional 30 minutes to complete 
the test.

Instructions

•• You may not use a dictionary, a thesaurus, 
or other reference materials.

•• Be sure that you have a Questions Booklet 
and a Sources Booklet.

•• Make sure that the number of the question 
on your answer sheet matches the number 
of the question you are answering.

•• Read each question carefully, and choose 
the correct or best answer.

Example

A topic of discussion that is best understood 
through careful consideration of differing 
viewpoints and perspectives is called

	 A.	 a fact
	 B.	 an issue
	 C.	 a source
	 D.	 an example

Answer Sheet

•• Use only an HB pencil to mark your 
answer.  

•• If you change an answer, erase your first 
mark completely.

•• Answer every question.You may write in this booklet if you find it 
helpful.

Make sure that your answers to the 
multiple-choice questions are placed on 
the answer sheet provided.

2016



Section One
Issues for Canadians: Governance and Rights

Source sets I to VIII and questions 1 to 30 focus on issues related to  
governance and rights in Canada.

You should take about 50 minutes to complete these 30 multiple-choice questions.
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	 I.	 Use the sources on pages 4 and 5 to answer questions 1 to 4.

	 2.	 To become a member of the “Senate” (Source I), a person must be

	 A.	 elected by members of the House of Commons
	 B.	 appointed by the Supreme Court of Canada
	 C.	 appointed by the governor general
	 D.	 elected by popular vote

	 1.	 In Canada’s political system, the “Legislative branch” (Source I) is mainly responsible for 

	 A.	 debating and voting on laws proposed for Canada
	 B.	 interpreting and applying existing laws in Canada
	 C.	 making amendments to the Constitution of Canada
	 D.	 nominating members of the Supreme Court of Canada

	 3.	 Which of the following pairs of speakers in Source III most clearly oppose the decision of 
the Senate described in Source II?

	 A.	 “Political scientist” and “University student”
	 B.	 “Editorial columnist” and “University student”
	 C.	 “Political scientist” and “Member of an opposition party”
	 D.	 “Editorial columnist” and “Member of an opposition party”

	 4.	 All three sources contain information that is most directly related to the extent to which

	 A.	 political processes in Canada serve the interests of Canadians
	 B.	 political leaders in Canada promote the growth of Canada’s economy
	 C.	 the interests of Canada’s regions are represented by the government of Canada
	 D.	 the rights and freedoms of Canadians are protected by the government of Canada
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	 II.	 Use the sources on pages 6 and 7 to answer questions 5 to 8.

	 5.	 The question mark in Source I would be correctly replaced by which of the following 
phrases?   

	 A.	 Seek to form the government
	 B.	 Appoint members of the Senate
	 C.	 Choose members of the Cabinet
	 D.	 Provide funding for government programs

	 6.	 The information in Source II would be used most appropriately to answer which of the 
following questions? 

	 A.	 How are members of Parliament selected?
	 B.	 To whom are members of Parliament accountable?
	 C.	 How do members of Parliament consult with citizens?
	 D.	 What is the term of office for members of Parliament?

	 7.	 Details in Source III suggest that “Members of Parliament (MPs) should vote on legislation 
according to party position” in order to

	 A.	 increase party membership
	 B.	 interest voters in party platforms
	 C.	 promote political stability in the House of Commons
	 D.	 raise public interest in issues debated in the House of Commons

	 8.	 Taken together, the information in all three sources focuses most directly on the role of 
members of Parliament in

	 A.	 encouraging constituents to join political parties
	 B.	 informing constituents about the policies of political parties
	 C.	 gaining the support of constituents who support other political parties
	 D.	 balancing the interests of constituents with loyalties to political parties
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	 III.	 Use the sources on pages 8 and 9 to answer questions 9 to 11.

	 9.	 One of the main intentions underlying the “Youth Criminal Justice Act” (Source I) is to  

	 A.	 guarantee the fundamental freedoms of youth offenders
	 B.	 provide counselling to victims of youth crime
	 C.	 protect the privacy of victims of youth crime
	 D.	 rehabilitate youth offenders

	11.	 Taken together, both sources contain information that is most directly related to which of 
the following questions?

	 A.	 How effective is the Youth Criminal Justice Act in addressing youth crime?

	 B.	 How effective is the Youth Criminal Justice Act in protecting the privacy of youth 
offenders?

	 C.	 Should the Youth Criminal Justice Act allow adult sentences for youths convicted of 
serious crimes?

	 D.	 Should the Youth Criminal Justice Act enable youth offenders to avoid having a 
criminal record?

	10.	 Based on the information in Source II, the survey respondents disagreed most strongly 
with which of the following statements?

	 A.	 “Youth offenders should be held less accountable than adults because of their reduced 
maturity.”

	 B.	 “Putting youth in jail is an effective method of correcting behaviour.”

	 C.	 “The youth’s circumstances should be taken into consideration at sentencing.”

	 D.	 “Rehabilitation is an important goal of the youth justice system.”
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	 IV.	 Use the sources on pages 10 and 11 to answer questions 12 to 15.

	12.	 Which of the following sections of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
most directly apply to the rights protected by the “Court Challenges Program of 
Canada” (Source I)? 

	 A.	 Legal Rights, Mobility Rights, and Democratic Rights
	 B.	 Legal Rights, Official Languages of Canada, and Democratic Rights
	 C.	 Equality Rights, Mobility Rights, and Minority Language Educational Rights
	 D.	 Equality Rights, Official Languages of Canada, and Minority Language Educational 

Rights

	13.	 An individual who opposes the ideas of the speaker in Source II would most likely argue 
that the Court Challenges Program played a valuable role in 

	 A.	 providing citizens with a minimum standard of living
	 B.	 encouraging citizens to be resourceful
	 C.	 expanding citizens’ freedoms
	 D.	 guaranteeing citizens’ rights

	14.	 Based on the information in Source III, the cases that demonstrate the Court Challenges 
Program’s ability to protect language rights are

	 A.	 Case W and Case X
	 B.	 Case W and Case Z
	 C.	 Case X and Case Y
	 D.	 Case Y and Case Z

	15.	 Which of the following questions is most directly related to the information contained in 
all three sources?

	 A.	 Should the government maintain the Court Challenges Program? 
	 B.	 How can citizens participate in the creation of government programs?
	 C.	 How does the government benefit from the Court Challenges Program?
	 D.	 Should public approval be required when government programs are cancelled?
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	 V.	 Use the sources on pages 12 and 13 to answer questions 16 to 18.

	16.	 To establish a Francophone school in Alberta, which of the following criteria must be met 
according to the provisions of the “Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms” (Source I)? 

	 A.	 A sufficient number of French-speaking students
	 B.	 Sufficient funding from the provincial government
	 C.	 Sufficient funding from the government of Canada
	 D.	 A sufficient number of students who speak both English and French

	17.	 The information presented in the map in Source II reveals that

	 A.	 Francophone schools in Alberta have low enrollment
	 B.	 Francophone schools in Alberta are widely distributed
	 C.	 each Francophone education region in Alberta contains a similar number of students
	 D.	 each Francophone education region in Alberta encompasses a geographical area of 

similar size

	18.	 Details in both sources are most directly related to which of the following questions?

	 A.	 Which languages are spoken by students in Alberta?

	 B.	 Should students in Alberta be required to be fluent in more than one language?

	 C.	 How have the educational rights of Francophones in minority settings been 
established in Alberta?

	 D.	 How have the educational rights of Francophone minorities in Alberta fostered the 
growth of bilingualism?
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	 VI.	 Use the sources on pages 14 and 15 to answer questions 19 to 22.

	19.	 One of the original intentions of the federal government in passing the “indian act” 
(Source I) was to 

	 A.	 promote the assimilation of First Nations peoples
	 B.	 establish self-government for First Nations peoples
	 C.	 preserve the traditional lifestyles of First Nations peoples
	 D.	 recognize cultural differences among First Nations peoples

	20.	 In context, which of the following terms would be most appropriately added to Source I? 

	 A.	 Minority-language educational rights
	 B.	 Democratic rights
	 C.	 Métis peoples
	 D.	 Reserves

	22.	 Information in all three sources is most directly related to the extent to which the Indian 
Act recognizes the

	 A.	 land claims of First Nations peoples
	 B.	 status and identity of First Nations peoples
	 C.	 fundamental freedoms of First Nations peoples
	 D.	 customs and traditions of First Nations peoples

	21.	 Taken together, the information in Source II and Source III is most directly related to 
which of the following questions?

	 A.	 How do First Nations peoples pass on traditions from one generation to another?
	 B.	 To what extent does the Indian Act represent the interests of First Nations peoples?
	 C.	 How do First Nations peoples influence decisions made by the federal government?
	 D.	 To what extent does the Indian Act enable First Nations peoples to participate in 

Canada’s political system?
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	 VII.	 Use the sources on pages 16 and 17 to answer questions 23 to 26.

	26.	 Taken together, these three sources contain information that is most directly related to how 
Canada’s immigration policies

	 A.	 enable individuals who have been persecuted in other countries to come to Canada
	 B.	 provide guaranteed employment for individuals who apply to immigrate to Canada
	 C.	 regulate the length of stay of individuals from other countries who come to Canada
	 D.	 recognize the professional expertise of individuals who apply to immigrate to Canada

	23.	 Under Canada’s immigration laws, the “Family class” immigration category (Source I) 
applies to immigrant applicants who are

	 A.	 married with children
	 B.	 skilled in a profession
	 C.	 fluent in both of Canada’s official languages
	 D.	 close relatives of citizens or permanent residents of Canada

	24.	 The question mark in Source I would be correctly replaced by which of the following 
phrases?

	 A.	 Integrate immigrants into Canadian society
	 B.	 Guarantee employment for immigrants to Canada
	 C.	 Encourage immigrants to move to Canadian cities
	 D.	 Provide retirement pensions for immigrants to Canada

	25.	 The views of which of the citizens in Source III are most directly related to the 
requirement in Source II that applicants for the parent and grandparent super visa must 
have “Guaranteed financial support from a child or grandchild in Canada”?

	 A.	 Citizen W
	 B.	 Citizen X
	 C.	 Citizen Y
	 D.	 Citizen Z
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	VIII.	 Use the sources on pages 18 and 19 to answer questions 27 to 30.

	27.	  The point system in Source I applies to which of the following immigration classes?

	 A.	 Economic class
	 B.	 Family class
	 C.	 Refugees
	 D.	 Other

	28.	 Source II reveals that the lowest percentage of immigrants to Québec who possess 
knowledge of French can be found in which immigration class?

	 A.	 Economic class
	 B.	 Family class
	 C.	 Refugees
	 D.	 Other

	29.	 The information in Source III most clearly reveals that the plan proposed by the Québec 
government is

	 A.	 intended to foster economic growth
	 B.	 viewed as a threat to the rights of Quebecers
	 C.	 regarded as unacceptable by some Quebecers
	 D.	 designed to increase cooperation among political parties

	30.	 To which of the following issues is the information in all three sources most closely 
related?

	 A.	 Should immigrants to Québec be encouraged to speak both English and French?

	 B.	 To what extent should immigration policies in Québec promote the use of French?

	 C.	 Should labour shortages be addressed by encouraging immigrants to move to 
Québec?

	 D.	 To what extent should the federal government regulate immigration policies in 
Québec?
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Section Two
Issues for Canadians: Economic Systems in Canada and the 

United States

Source sets IX to XIII and questions 31 to 50 focus on issues related to  
economic systems in Canada and the United States.

You should take about 30 minutes to complete these 20 multiple-choice questions.
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	 IX.	 Use the sources on pages 20 and 21 to answer questions 31 to 34.

	31.	 A “Labour Union” (Source I) is defined as an organization that strives to 

	 A.	 stimulate economic growth
	 B.	 promote the interests of workers
	 C.	 increase sales of goods and services
	 D.	 foster competition among businesses

	33.	 Both Source II and Source III contain information that is most directly related to the

	 A.	 basic economic problem of scarcity
	 B.	 impact of labour disputes on society
	 C.	 role of government in promoting economic development
	 D.	 factors that contributed to the emergence of labour unions in society

	32.	 Worker “strikes” (Source I) usually occur when

	 A.	 workers want to join labour unions
	 B.	 employers want to improve working conditions
	 C.	 employers are forcing workers to upgrade their skills
	 D.	 workers are pressuring employers to address their concerns

	34.	 Taken together, these three sources would be used most appropriately to answer which of 
the following questions?

	 A.	 For what reasons do workers join labour unions?
	 B.	 What role do labour unions play in the economy?
	 C.	 How do labour unions influence the decisions of consumers?
	 D.	 Should workers be required to be members of labour unions?
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	 X.	 Use the sources on pages 22 and 23 to answer questions 35 to 38. 

	35.	 The question mark in Source I would be most appropriately replaced by which of the 
following phrases?  

	 A.	 Increased government regulation of the housing industry
	 B.	 Decreased demand for construction companies
	 C.	 Decreased demand for mortgages
	 D.	 Increased price of housing

	36.	 A supporter of a market economy would most likely respond to the information in 
Source II by

	 A.	 petitioning the government to set interest rates for financial institutions
	 B.	 encouraging the finance minister to provide housing for all citizens
	 C.	 lobbying the government to stabilize prices in the housing industry
	 D.	 criticizing the finance minister for introducing new mortgage rules

	37.	 In Source III, the cartoonist suggests that “new mortgage rules” will

	 A.	 promote low interest rates on personal loans
	 B.	 limit the ability of individuals to receive financing
	 C.	 require that financial institutions pay taxes on profits earned
	 D.	 allow the government to lend money to financial institutions

	38.	 Taken together, these three sources contain information that is most clearly related to 
which of the following issues?

	 A.	 Should individuals receive social assistance in times of economic crisis? 

	 B.	 Should the government regulate the construction industry in order to stimulate the 
economy?

	 C.	 Should the government intervene in the economy in order to protect the interests of 
consumers?

	 D.	 Should individuals be responsible for making mortgage payments during an 
economic downturn?
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	 XI.	 Use the sources on pages 24 and 25 to answer questions 39 to 42.

	39.	 The term “Consumerism” (Source I) refers to an economic theory that emphasizes the 
decision-making power of 

	 A.	 businesses
	 B.	 individuals
	 C.	 lobby groups
	 D.	 labour unions

	40.	 In Source I, the question mark under the heading “Benefits to Individuals” would be 
correctly replaced by which of the following phrases? 

	 A.	 Focus on personal choice
	 B.	 Provision of social services
	 C.	 Promotion of economic equality
	 D.	 Government regulation of prices

	41.	 Details in both Source II and Source III suggest that consumers are motivated by a desire to

	 A.	 save money
	 B.	 earn income
	 C.	 acquire goods
	 D.	 own businesses

	42.	 The information in these three sources would be used most appropriately to answer which 
of the following questions?

	 A.	 How does marketing impact decisions made by consumers?
	 B.	 How are consumers able to influence the decisions of businesses?
	 C.	 What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of consumerism?
	 D.	 What influence does consumerism have on the prices of goods and services?
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	 XII.	 Use the sources on pages 26 and 27 to answer questions 43 to 46.

	44.	 A decision by consumers to stop buying a product or service in order to bring about change 
illustrates which of the following “Examples of Consumer Action” (Source II)?

	 A.	 “Protests”
	 B.	 “Petitions”
	 C.	 “Boycotts”
	 D.	 “Watchdogs”

	45.	 Information in both Source I and Source III reveals that to become the target of 
a carrotmob, a business must

	 A.	 have a large number of clients to call upon
	 B.	 provide a service that is in great demand
	 C.	 promote neighbourhood improvements
	 D.	 be environmentally conscious

	46.	 The information provided in all three sources would be used most appropriately by a 
student who is researching which of the following questions?

	 A.	 How can government decisions on environmental issues affect consumers?
	 B.	 How does competition among businesses affect quality of life?
	 C.	 How can marketing contribute to an increase in sales?
	 D.	 How does collective action empower consumers?

	43.	 The term “Marketing” (Source II) refers to the practice by which businesses

	 A.	 raise prices for goods and services
	 B.	 generate demand for goods and services
	 C.	 increase the supply of goods and services
	 D.	 utilize resources to create goods and services
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	XIII.	 Use the sources on pages 28 and 29 to answer questions 47 to 50.

You have now completed the test.
If you have time, you may wish to check your answers.

	47.	 A conclusion that can be reached from information in Source I is that the First Nations, the 
Pembina Institute, and the Alberta Wilderness Association are most directly interested in

	 A.	 preserving the traditional hunting rights of Aboriginal peoples 
	 B.	 informing the public about business opportunities in Alberta
	 C.	 convincing the government to protect the environment
	 D.	 providing access to wildlife for university researchers

	48.	 The phrase “Exploitation of resources” (Source II) refers to the 

	 A.	 preservation of resources by government
	 B.	 use of resources for economic development
	 C.	 reduction of government investment in industrial activity
	 D.	 restriction of business practices that negatively affect wildlife habitat 

	49.	 Which of the speakers in Source II would most likely oppose the suggestion made by the 
panel that “released recommendations for conservation” in Source I? 

	 A.	 Business owner
	 B.	 Environmentalist
	 C.	 First Nations leader
	 D.	 Government representative

	50.	 Both Source I and Source II most clearly highlight the importance of  

	 A.	 providing funding for university biologists to study wildlife habitat
	 B.	 offering opportunities for citizens to express opposing viewpoints
	 C.	 accommodating the needs of privately owned businesses
	 D.	 considering the consequences of economic development
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2016 Provincial Achievement Test Blueprint and Item Descriptions

The following blueprint shows the reporting categories and 
curricular content areas by which questions were classified on the 
2016 Grade 9 Social Studies Provincial Achievement Test.

Knowledge 
and  

Understanding1

Skills 
and  

Processes2

Number 
(Percentage)  
of Questions

The Political and Judicial System (9.1.4, 9.1.5)3 Students examine the structure of 
Canada’s federal political system and analyze the role of citizens and organizations in 
Canada’s justice system by exploring and reflecting upon questions and issues regarding

1

2

5

9

4

(8%)

	 3	 8

	 4	 10

	 6	 11

	 7	

7

(14%)

11 Questions

(22% 
of Test Total)

•	 how federal laws are passed
•	 branches of the federal government
•	 selection of MPs and Senators
•	 accountability of MPs and Senators
•	 the role of federal political parties
•	 the role of media in political issues

•	 lobby groups and government decisions
•	 how political and legislative processes 

meet the needs of Canadians
•	 participation in Canada’s justice system
•	 citizens’ legal roles and responsibilities
•	 the Youth Criminal Justice Act

Individual and Collective Rights (9.1.6, 9.1.7)3 Students critically assess the impact of 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms on legislative processes in Canada and how 
increased demand for recognition of collective rights has impacted legislative processes in 
Canada by exploring and reflecting upon questions and issues regarding

12

16

19

20

4

(8%)

	 13	 18

	 14	 21

	 15	 22

	 17	

7

(14%)

11 Questions

(22% 
of Test Total)

•	 recognition of individual rights
•	 exercising individual rights
•	 conditions in the workplace
•	 rights and responsibilities of citizens
•	 recognition of collective rights
•	 the needs of Francophone minorities

•	 the needs of Francophones in Québec 
•	 the rights of official-language minorities
•	 how the Indian Act recognizes the status 

and identity of Aboriginal peoples
•	 Treaty 6, Treaty 7, and Treaty 8
•	 legislation and Métis cultures and rights

Immigration (9.1.8)3 Students critically assess how legislative processes address issues of 
immigration by exploring and reflecting upon questions and issues regarding

23

24

27

3

(6%)

	 25	 29

	 26	 30

	 28	

5

(10%)

8 Questions

(16% 
of Test Total)

•	 factors influencing immigration policies
•	 changes to Canadian policies on 

immigration and refugees
•	 immigration and Aboriginal peoples

•	 provincial immigration policies
•	 immigration policies in Québec
•	 immigration policies and the Charter
•	 how Canada benefits from immigration

Economic Decision Making (9.2.4)3 Students analyze principles and practices of market 
and mixed economies by exploring and reflecting upon questions and issues regarding

31

32

35

3

(6%)

	 33	 37

	 34	 38

	 36	

5

(10%)

8 Questions

(16% 
of Test Total)

•	 principles of a market economy
•	 government intervention
•	 Canada’s mixed economy
•	 the role of consumers in market and 

mixed economies

•	 consumer individual and collective identity
•	 the economic impact of labour unions
•	 government intervention in the economy 

in Canada and in the United States
•	 the basic economic question of scarcity

Consumerism, Quality of Life, and Political Decision Making (9.2.5, 9.2.6)3 Students 
critically assess the relationship between consumerism and quality of life in Canada and 
the United States and the interrelationship between political decisions and economic 
systems by exploring and reflecting upon questions and issues regarding

39

40

43

44

48

5

(10%)

	 41	 47

	 42	 49

	 45	 50

	 46	

7

(14%)

12 Questions

(24% 
of Test Total)

•	 indicators of quality of life
•	 individual consumer behaviour
•	 how marketing affects consumerism
•	 consumerism and quality of life
•	 consumerism as a power of a collective
•	 consumerism and economic growth

•	 values underlying social programs
•	 economic platforms of political parties
•	 political party philosophies and platforms
•	 the underground economy
•	 environmental issues and quality life

Number (Percentage) of Questions

19 Questions

(38% 
of Test Total)

31 Questions

(62% 
of Test Total)

50 Questions

(100%
of Test Total)

1Knowledge and Understanding—includes the breadth and depth of information, concepts, evidence, ideas, and opinions fundamental to 
decision making as identified in the Grade 9 Social Studies Program of Studies (2007).

2Skills and Processes—the application of critical and creative thinking, historical thinking, geographic thinking, decision making, problem 
solving, and media literacy to relevant situations as identified in the Grade 9 Social Studies Program of Studies (2007).

3Bolded numbers in parentheses cross-reference specific outcomes in the Grade 9 Social Studies Program of Studies (2007).
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The table below provides information about each question: the keyed response, the difficulty of the item 
(the percentage of students who answered the question correctly on the English form of the test), the 
reporting category, the curricular content area, and the item description.

Question Key Diff. 
%

Reporting 
Category

Curricular 
Content Area Item Description

1 A 79.9
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Know the political role played by the 
legislative branch of Canada’s federal 
government. (SO 9.1.4)

2 C 50.2
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Recall how senators become members of 
Canada’s Senate. (SO 9.1.4)

3 D 70.0 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Analyze four viewpoints in one source to 
determine which speakers most clearly oppose 
the political decision described in another 
source. (SO 9 S.1)

4 A 62.3 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Evaluate three sources to determine the issue 
to which the information presented is most 
closely related. (SO 9.S.4)

5 A 66.4
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Recognize a role played by political parties in 
Canada’s federal political system. (SO 9.1.4)

6 B 58.0 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Analyze a speaker’s comments to determine the 
question that the information presented would 
be most appropriately used to answer.  
(SO 9.S.1)

7 C 54.5 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Determine what the reasons listed in a chart 
suggest about how members of Parliament 
should vote. (SO 9.S.1)

8 D 40.6 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Form a conclusion from information in three 
sources regarding the role of members of 
Parliament in Canada’s federal political system. 
(SO 9.S.4)

9 D 70.7
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Remember one of the main intentions 
underlying the Youth Criminal Justice Act.  
(SO 9.1.5)

10 A 83.3 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Analyze information in a bar graph to 
determine the statement with which survey 
respondents most strongly disagreed.  
(SO 9.S.1)

11 A 66.0 Skills and 
Processes

Political 
and Judicial 

Systems

Synthesize ideas and information to identify 
the question that is most directly related to the 
issue addressed in two sources. (SO 9.S.4)
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Question Key Diff. 
%

Reporting 
Category

Curricular 
Content Area Item Description

12 D 60.4
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Recognize the rights contained in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms that were 
protected by a given government program.  
(SO 9.1.6)

13 D 57.4 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Analyze information presented by a speaker to 
determine what a critic of the speaker’s views 
would most likely argue. (SO 9.S.1)

14 C 86.1 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Examine four case studies to determine the 
court cases in which citizens’ language rights 
were protected. (SO 9.S.1)

15 A 65.6 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Determine the issue that is most directly related 
to the information presented in three sources.  
(SO 9.S.4)

16 A 62.1
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Know a provision in the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms that pertains to the 
establishment of Francophone schools in 
minority settings. (SO 9.1.7)

17 B 65.9 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Interpret information in a map of Alberta 
to determine what is illustrated regarding 
recognition of minority-language educational 
rights in Alberta. (SO 9.S.1)

18 C 69.4 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Draw a conclusion regarding the question most 
directly raised by the information contained in 
two sources. (SO 9.S.4)

19 A 51.7
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Recall one of the original intentions of the 
federal government in passing the Indian Act. 
(SO 9.1.7)

20 D 64.3
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Recognize the term that could be correctly 
added to a word-search puzzle containing 
words associated with collective rights.  
(SO 9.1.7)

21 B 55.3 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Determine the question to which both a 
speaker’s comments and information in a 
newspaper article regarding the Indian Act are 
most directly related. (SO 9.S.1)

22 B 78.6 Skills and 
Processes

Individual 
and Collective 

Rights

Form a generalization regarding the issue to 
which information pertaining to the Indian Act 
in three sources is most directly related.  
(SO 9.S.4)

23 D 65.4
Knowledge  

and 
Understanding

Immigration
Know the immigration classes into which 
immigrant applicants to Canada are categorized 
under Canada’s immigration laws. (SO 9.1.8)
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Question Key Diff. 
%

Reporting 
Category

Curricular 
Content Area Item Description

24 A 59.8
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Immigration Recall the main objectives of the Immigration 
and Refugee Protection Act of 2002. (SO 9.1.8)

25 C 31.9 Skills and 
Processes Immigration

Determine from four viewpoints the speaker 
whose comments are most directly related to 
a criterion that applies to long-term visitors to 
Canada.  
(SO 9.S.1)

26 C 58.1 Skills and 
Processes Immigration

Determine the intention underlying Canada’s 
immigration policies that is most directly 
related to the information contained in three 
sources.  
(SO 9.S.4)

27 A 78.9
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Immigration Recall the immigration class to which the point 
system applies. (SO 9.1.8)

28 C 79.1 Skills and 
Processes Immigration

Interpret a bar graph to determine the 
immigration class that has the lowest 
percentage of French-speaking immigrants. 
(SO 9.S.1)

29 C 35.7 Skills and 
Processes Immigration

Identify the idea regarding immigration to 
Quebéc that is supported by information in a 
newspaper article. (SO 9.S.1)

30 B 57.1 Skills and 
Processes Immigration

Draw a conclusion regarding the issue to which 
information in three sources is most closely 
related. (SO 9.S.4)

31 B 76.8
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Know what a labour union strives to achieve in 
an economic system. (SO 9.2.4)

32 D 66.2
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Remember what usually causes worker strikes 
to occur in market and mixed economies. (SO 
9.2.4)

33 B 68.7 Skills and 
Processes

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Analyze a cartoon and a line graph to 
determine the economic issue to which the 
information in both sources is most directly 
related. (SO 9.S.1)

34 B 59.6 Skills and 
Processes

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Determine the question that information in 
three sources regarding the economic impact 
of labour unions would be best used to answer. 
(SO 9.S.4)

35 D 68.5
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Know how supply and demand affect prices of 
goods and services. (SO 9.2.4)
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Question Key Diff. 
%

Reporting 
Category

Curricular 
Content Area Item Description

36 D 41.5 Skills and 
Processes

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Analyze information in a press release to 
determine how a supporter of a market 
economy would respond to the government 
action described. (SO 9.S.1)

37 B 74.7 Skills and 
Processes

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Interpret a cartoon to determine the cartoonist’s 
message regarding the impact of government 
intervention in the economy on consumers.  
(SO 9.S.1)

38 C 46.5 Skills and 
Processes

Economic 
Decision 
Making

Determine the economic issue central to the 
information contained in three sources.  
(SO 9.S.4)

39 B 71.9
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Recall what the economic theory of 
consumerism emphasizes. (SO 9.2.5)

40 A 68.6
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Identify an aspect of consumerism that 
provides benefits to individuals. (SO 9.2.5)

41 C 76.6 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Examine details in a cartoon and an excerpt 
from a news article to determine what is 
suggested about the motivation for consumer 
behaviour. (SO 9.S.1)

42 C 38.3 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Determine the question that information in 
three sources regarding consumerism would be 
most appropriately used to answer. (SO 9.S.4)

43 B 67.6
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Know the business practice to which the term 
marketing refers. (SO 9.2.5)

44 C 81.3
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Identify an example of consumer action that 
can influence business decisions. (SO 9.2.5)
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Question Key Diff. 
%

Reporting 
Category

Curricular 
Content Area Item Description

45 D 55.3 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Conclude from information in two sources what 
impact consumer action can have on businesses. 
(SO 9.S.1)

46 D 39.4 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Form a generalization to determine the research 
question for which the information in three 
sources would be most appropriately used.  
(SO 9.S.4)

47 C 71.5 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Draw a conclusion from ideas in a newspaper 
article regarding the shared interests of three 
groups regarding an issue. (SO 9.S.1)

48 B 62.4
Knowledge 

and 
Understanding

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Know a term used to identify an area of concern 
related to the impact on quality of life of 
government decisions on environmental issues. 
(SO 9.2.6)

49 A 61.4 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Analyze information in one source to identify the 
speaker in another source most likely to criticize 
the government decision described. (SO 9.S.1)

50 D 75.0 Skills and 
Processes

Consumerism, 
Quality of Life, 

and Political 
Decision 
Making

Draw a conclusion regarding the issue most 
clearly addressed by information contained in two 
sources. (SO 9.S.4)




